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PREAMBLE:  In response to the outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and the potential risk to health care workers during high risk procedures the following recommendations are suggested for the cleaning of the PAPR personal protection system.  

PROCEDURE:

After use the HEPA is to be double bagged and knotted shut.  

1. The cleaner must wash hands and don N95/N100 (or equivalent) mask, double gown, double glove, face shield and goggles.

2. The cleaner must have a clean cart ready with a clean towel on top.

3. Cleaning must be performed in the soiled utility area of the unit where the high-risk procedure occurred.

4. The cleaner will carefully cut the knot off the other bag and pull it open.

5. The cleaner will carefully cut the knot off the inner bag to expose the contaminated unit.

6. While the unit remains in the inner bag the cleaner will expose the HEPA body and carefully dismantle it in the bag.
7. Carefully remove the filter from the housing and gently leave behind in the clear plastic transport bag.  

8. The cleaner will pull the unit from the bag and knot the bag with the filter in it.  Deposit bag with filter into yellow biohazard waste container. 

9. Thoroughly wipe the unit housing with Virox/Hydrox wipes taking care not to dampen the electrical components inside the housing.

10. Place the cleansed housing on the clean cart outside the soiled utility area and allow to air dry.

11. Once air-dried, a new filter should be placed into the unit.  Filters are kept in the ICU and RT areas.

12. Upon completion of this process the cleaner must remove protective gear as per MSH isolation policy.

13. The HEPA unit should be exchanged weekly in order to recharge the battery.

